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THE  THIRTY" SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Uftanajers  of  the  House  of  Jtefufle. 


In  our  previous  publications,  the  advantages  of  the 
House  of  Hefuge,  as  a  school  of  reform,  have  been  so 
fully  shown,  that  it  is  unnecessary  now  to  revert  to 
them. 

Our  present  report  will  be  confined  to  the  operations 
of  the  past  year,  and  such  other  subjects  as  have  an  im¬ 
mediate  interest. 

In  the  records  of  the  Institution,  which  are  always 
open  to  inspection,  may  be  found  the  evidence  of  the  scru¬ 
pulous  care  bestowed  on  their  trust,  by  the  Board  and 
its  various  sub-committees,  in  a  constant  and  vigilant 
superintendence  of  the  houses  and  grounds,  the  officers 
and  their  assistants,  the  condition  and  treatment  of  the 
inmates,  as  well  as  of  their  occupations  and  supplies. 
These  involve  an  amount  of  labor  and  anxiety  which 
few  appreciate. 

The  Treasurer’s  Report,  submitted  herewith,  shows 
that  with  the  appropriations  from  the  State  and  City, 
and  the  earnings  from  labor,  all  the  expenses  have  been 
met,  and  that  the  new  year  was  entered  on  free  from  debt. 

In  the  Reports  of  the  Superintendents  of  both  depart¬ 
ments,  the  white  and  colored,  which  are  also  herewith 
submitted,  will  be  found  full  information  on  almost  every 
point  of  interest  connected  with  the  administration  of 
their  respective  houses. 
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The  expenses  are  therein  given  in  detail,  and  particu¬ 
lar  attention  is  called  to  the  fact,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Mc- 
Ivcever,  the  Superintendent  of  the  white  department, 
that  the  entire  cost  of  each  inmate  in  his  house,  during 
the  year  18Gb,  is  $79  04,  or  $1  52  each  per  week,  to¬ 
ward  which  there  has  been  contributed,  bv  the  earnings 
of  labor,  $20  49  each,  making  the  actual  cost  per  capita, 
$58  55,  or  $1  13  per  week. 

The  cost  in  the  colored  department  is  somewhat  higher 
than  in  the  white,  as  its  numbers  do  not  much  exceed 
one-tliird. 

A  minute  examination  of  the  expenses  will  determine 
their  adaptation  to  the  necessary  wants  of  the  Institu¬ 
tion.  They  are  most  carefully  and  economically  adjusted 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  houses  and  grounds  in  perfect 
order;  a  sufficient  and  effective  staff  of  officers,  teachers, 
and  assistants ;  and  to  the  requirements  of  the  inmates, 
without  withholding  from  them  anything  that  will  pro¬ 
mote  their  comfort  and  health,  or  their  advancement  in 
knowledge  and  virtue.  When  it  is  remembered,  that  for 
$1  52  per  week,  or  $1  1 3  and  their  earnings,  each  inmate 
(average  nearly  14  years  of  age)  is  lodged  in  a  separate 
chamber,  clothed  comfortably,  fed  abundantly  on  good 
food,  and  well  taught  in  the  elementary  branches,  few 
will  be  disposed  to  charge  the  Managers  with  useless 
extravagance. 

The  earnings  from  labor  in  both  departments,  for  the  • 
past  year,  have  been  $11,907  19,  against  $9,123  92  for 
the  previous  year,  and  exceed  very  materially  the  esti¬ 
mate  made  of  their  yield.  This  has  arisen  from  a  more 
active  demand  for  labor,  and  the  greatly  increased  num¬ 
bers  in  the  houses.  Of  the  above  the  girls  have  earned 
$279  80.  But  few  of  them  are  employed  on  work  for 
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which  wages  are  received.  The  others  find  full  occupa¬ 
tion  for  the  hours  devoted  to  labor  in  ordinary  household 
duties,  and  in  making  all  the  clothes  which  are  worn  by 
themselves  and  the  hoys. 

The  last  report  stated  that  the  number  of  inmates  at 
the  close  of  the  year  1862  was  494,  viz : 

White  Department,  271  boys,  95  girls,  Total,  366 

Colored  “  88  “  40  “  “  128 

There  have  been  received  during  the  year  1863,  559, 
viz  : — 

White  Department,  316  hoys,  128  girls,  Total,  444 

Colored  “  78  “  37  “  “  115 

There  have  been  discharged  during  the  year  1863, 
466,  viz: — 

White  Department,  265  hoys,  103  girls,  Total,  368 

.'Colored  “  72  «  26  “  «  98 

There  remained  in  the  houses  on  the  31st  December, 
1863,  587,  viz  : — 

White  Department,  322  boys,  120  girls,  Total,  442 

Colored  “  94  “  51  “  “  145 

During  the  past  year,  the  population  of  the  houses 
has  been  greater  than  in  any  preceding  year.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  natural  increase,  the  absence  of  so  many 
fathers,  engaged  in  the  defense  of  their  country,  has 
thrown  upon  our  charge  a  very  large  number  of  children, 
who,  unrestrained  by  paternal  care,  need  the  correcting 
influence  of  our  salutary  discipline.  In  our  schools  and 
workshops  they  will  be  prepared  for  usefulness  in  the 
sphere  of  life  from  which  they  are  temporarily  re¬ 
moved. 

Not  a  death  has  occurred  in  either  department.  The 
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measure  of  health  enjoyed  by  our  children  is  not  sur¬ 
passed  or  equaled  by  any  institution  which  has  come 
under  our  observation.  Thus  far,  since  the  present 
buildings  have  been  occupied — a  period  of  ten  years — no 
epidemic  has  prevailed  in  them,  which  we  attribute,  under 
Providence,  to  the  character  of  our  accommodations, 
their  ventilation  and  their  being  kept  perfectly  clean, 
combined  with  the  care  bestowed  on  the  selection  and 
preparation  of  the  food  and  clothing,  and  particularly 
that  no  child  is  over-worked,  but  enjoys  an  abundance  of 
fresh  air  and  exercise. 

Our  only  serious  trouble  has,  on  several  occasions, 
arisen  from  affections  of  the  eye,  which  being  introduced 
by  some  new-comer,  although  each  one  is  examined  care¬ 
fully  by  the  physician  in  attendance,  on  his  entrance, 
have  insidiously,  but  unobserved,  been  communicated  ex¬ 
tensively  to  others.  In  these  instances,  it  was  several 
weeks  before  the  disease  could  be  mastered,  but  with  the 
advantages  of  separate  dormitories,  to  which  each  one 
suffering  from  it  was  confined,  careful  nursing,  and  skill¬ 
ful  medical  treatment,  it  was  successfully  eradicated. 

In  the  colored  department,  scrofulous  affections  and 
diseases  of  the  chest  are  common,  and  nearly  all  the 
deaths  wdricii  have  hitherto  occurred  there,  were  from 
these  causes. 

Although  the  number  of  our  inmates  has  been  so  ma- 
terially  increased,  there  lias  been  no  addition  made  to 
our  staff. 

Religious  services  have  been  regularly  held  in  both 
houses  every  Sunday.  The  children  have  also  had  the 
benefit  of  regular  Sunday-school  instructions.  For  these 
invaluable  aids  the  Board  gratefully  acknowledge  their 
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obligations  to  the  Reverend  Clergy,  and  those  noble  men 
and  women  whose  pleasure  it  has  been  to  minister  so 
essentially  to  the  instruction  of  our  children.  To  the 
Ladies’  Committee  the  Board  also  tender  their  warmest 
thanks,  for  their  continued  interest,  especially  in  our 
female  department.  In  it  are  objects  worthy  of  their 
sympathy,  and  much  is  done,  by  the  wise  counsels  of  the 
ladies,  toward  reclaiming  and  encouraging  them  to  con¬ 
tinue  steadfast  on  their  return  to  a  path  of  virtue,  from 
which  many  of  them  had  so  widely  strayed. 

The  Board  record,  with  a  grateful  remembrance  of  a 
good  man,  a  bequest  by  the  late  .De  Benneville  Brown, 
of  two  thousand  dollars,  which  is  yet  to  be  received  from 
his  executors. 

The  Board  believe  that  their  several  departments 
have  been  kept  up  to  their  proper  standard  during  the 
year,  in  cleanliness,  discipline,  and  efficiency.  The 
superintendents  and  matrons  enjoy  their  respect  and 
confidence,  to  which  they  are  fully  entitled,  and  in  their 
assistants  they  have  an  efficient  band  of  co-workers. 

The  Grand  Juries  have  made  their  regular  visitations, 
and  the  results  of  their  inquests  have  always  been  satis¬ 
factory  to  this  honorable  body  of  our  fellow-citizens. 

One  event  of  unusual  interest  has  marked  the  year — 
an  official  visitation  by  a  Committee  of  the  Senate  of 
Pennsylvania,  who,  by  your  Board,  were  with  great  pleas- 
•ure  afforded  every  facility  for  a  minute  investigation  into 
the  management  and  condition  of  the  Refuge.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  a  personal  inspection  of  the  several  parts  of  the 
house,  all  the  queries  of  the  Committee  bearing  on  its 
history  and  resources,  together  with  its  economical  and 
moral  administration,  as  proposed  in  writing,  were,  in 
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the  same  way,  answered  at  length  and  in  detail,  and 
verbal  information,  so  as  to  make  them  thoroughly  un¬ 
derstand  the  objects  and  working  of  the  Refuge,  was, 
by  a  Special  Committee  of  the  Board,  fully  imparted  to 
them. 

Recognizing  not  only  the  right,  but  also  the  duty,  of 
visitation,  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature,  who  ought  at 
all  times  to  be  fully  assured  that  the  Institutions  de¬ 
pendent  on  the  State  are  not  only  properly  administered, 
but  effecting  the  full  measure  of  good  for  which  they 
were  designed,  the  Board  were  glad  of  the  opportunity 
to  meet  the  intelligent  gentlemen  deputed  for  this  pur¬ 
pose  by  the  Senate,  and  to  endeavor  to  show  them  that 
the  trust  imposed  on  this  Board  was  being  faithfully 
discharged. 

A  careful  study  of  the  effect  of  our  discipline  has  not 
enabled  the  Board  to  determine,  ■with  any  degree  of  cer¬ 
tainty,  that  any  specified  time  is  necessary  to  produce 
the  radical  change  in  character,  which  is  required  of  a 
large  proportion  of  our  subjects,  to  render  them  what  they 
should  be.  Our  theory  is,  that  each  one  committed 
should  pass  one  year  in  the  house.  That  length  of  time 
is  required  to  go  regularly  through,  from  the  lowest  class 
to  the  class  of  honor,  which  can  only  be  occupied  by  one 
whose  character  and  attainments  are  both  respectable. 
But  so  great  is  the  variety  of  circumstances  under  which 
children  are  committed,  as  to  their  ages,  attainments, 
and  offenses,  that  it  may  be  very  readily  seen,  how  in 
many  cases  the-  transfer,  from  the  neglect  and  bad  treat¬ 
ment  of  unnatural  parents,  from  unfortunate  associations, 
from  scenes  of  -temptation  and  trial,  from  homes  of 
wickedness  and  vice,  to  the  considerate  care  of  a  kind 
and  exemplary  master,  where  there  is  no  room  for  idle- 
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ness,  and  pleasant  pastimes  succeed  the  hours  of  labor, 
is  all  that  is  required  for  the  development  of  those  better 
qualities  which  have  been  almost  smothered  beneath 
their  load  of  adversity.  From  an  examination  of  very 
many  cases  which  have  passed  through  the  house,  it 
seems  that  the  future  of  our  children  is  greatly  depend¬ 
ent  on  the  direction  given  them  on  leaving  it.  All 
that  can  be  done  whilst  in  it,  by  kind  discipline — for  it 
is  very,  very  rare  that  any  severity  is  resorted  to — and 
instilling  into  them  virtuous  principles,  and  habits  of  in¬ 
dustry,  the  Board  believe  is  done;  but  in  their  new  homes 
so  much  is  dependent  on  the  congeniality  of  their  cir¬ 
cumstances,  their  fitness  for  the  occupation  which  has  been 
chosen,  and  the  harmony  of  disposition  between  them 
and  their  masters  and  mistresses,  that  oftentimes  several 
changes  are  made,  before  a  suitable  home  is  found,  and 
not  unfrequently  an  absconding  apprentice  passes  beyond 
our  reach,  to  work  his-own  way  in  this  busy  world. 
The  Board  look  to  this  point  with  great  interest,  and 
have  in  their  employ  an  experienced  and  efficient  agent, 
much  of  whose  time  is  spent  not  only  in  examining  into 
the  character  of  applicants  for  apprentices,  but  also  in 
the  visitation  of  the  children  after  they  are  bound  out. 
It  has  ever  been  the  custom  of  the  Board  to  watch  over 
all  their  children,  until  their  years  enable  them  to  take 
care  of  themselves.  Unkindness  on  the  part  of  masters 
is  immediately  inquired  into,  and  when  wrongs  are  suf¬ 
fered  they  are  promptly  redressed.  One  signal  instance 
may  be  mentioned,  in  which  $1000  Avere  recovered  from 
a  master  for  cruelty  to  one  of  our  girls,  Avhich  money  is 
iioav  at  interest  for  her  use,  when  she  becomes  of  age. 

The  superintendents  and  matrons  also  continue  to 
watch  over  them  long  after  they  have  ceased  to  be  under 


their  care,  and  many  are  the  pleasant  calls  they  have 
from  those  who  are  now  industrious,  respectable  and 
successful  citizens. 

We  have  no  desire  to  convey  the  idea  that  ail  who  go 
out  from  us  pursue  the  path  in  life  which  we  have  pointed 
out  to  them.  Human  nature  is  at  best  frail,  and  those 
of  us  who  observe  what  is  passing  around  us,  see  and 
know  that  the  erring  ones  are  not  scarce  in  the  land. 
But  we  believe,  and  would  have  others  think  so  too,  that 
as  much  good  is  done  as  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  can 
be  done  by  the  means  at  our  command. 

It  has  been  said,  that  very  many  of  our  children  re¬ 
lapse  into  their  former  habits.  This  is  unquestionably 
true,  and  where  is  the  man  whose  own  heart  will  not 
confirm  that  tendency,  and  whose  observation  does  not 
show  him  daily  instances  of  it,  even  in  the  most  favored 
classes  of  society? 

It  has, also  been  said,  that  an  undue  proportion  of  them 
reach  our  penitentiary  and  prison.  It  is  unfortunate 
that  in  the  latter  no  such  record  is  kept  as  will  enable 
us  to  test  the  truth  of  this  statement.  From  the  excel¬ 
lent  warden  of  the  former,  Mr.  Holloway,  rve  have  been 
kindly  furnished  with  the  names  of  all  the  white  convicts 
now  in  his  care,  who  have  been  in  the  Refuge.  They 
comprise  eleven  men  and  one  girl : — 

.1  was  committed  to  the  penitentiary  in  1856 
4  were  “  “  “  1860 

1  was  “  “  “  1861 

2  were  “  “  “  1862 

4  were  “  “  “  1863 

And  their  commitments  to  the  Refuge  extend  from 
the  year  1845  to  1860. 

One  of  these,  although  committed  to  the  Refuge,  was 


not  received,  but  returned  to  the  alderman  as  an  unsuit¬ 
able  subject  ;  and  another  who  came  to  us  in  his  19th 
year,  on  a  charge  of  a  gross  sensuality,  being  too  old  for 
the  Institution,  was  retained  but  a  short  time,  and  then 
bound  to  a  person  in  the  country,  of  the  same  name,  and 
believed  to  be  a  relative,  probably  the  only  person  with 
whom  he  could,  with  propriety,  be  placed. 

Subtracting  these  two,  there  remain  ten  who  now  repre¬ 
sent  all  who  have  passed  through  the  Refuge.  Nor  has  a 
favorable  period  been  selected  for  this  inquiry,  as  the  whole 
number  of  white  persons  who,  having  once  been  in  the  Re¬ 
fuge,  have  been  in  Mr.  Holloway’s  charge  during  the  last 

eight  years,  is  but  81 ,  which  bears  a  most  inconsiderable 

• 

proportion  to  7073,  who  have  been  in  the  white  department 
of  the  Institution  since  its  opening  in  1828,  or  to  2792,  who 
have  passed  out  from  it  since  January  1,  1855.  It  is  a 
matter  of  regret,  that  we  could  not,  without  more  labor 
than  we  were  willing  to  subject  Mr.  Holloway  to,  follow 
back  the  investigation,  so  as  to  ascertain  the  number  of 
both  blacks  and  wdiites,  which  have  been  in  from  the 
opening  of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary.  The  facts,  as  ex¬ 
hibited,  are  full  of  interest,  and  if  an  inference  is  to  be 
drawn  from  them,  it  cannot  be  other  than  most  favorable 
to  the  character  of  the  Refuge,  as  a  school  of  reform. 

A  wide-spread  misapprehension  prevails,  as  to  the  re¬ 
lation  existing  between  the  Board  and  the  children  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  house,  which  we  desire  to  correct,  as  it  is  a 
most  fruitful  source  of  constantly  recurring  annoyance. 
To  some  extent,  both  the  public  and  the  committing 
magistrates  are  under  the  impression  that  the  charge 
given  to  the  Managers,  over  children  who  are  committed 
to  the  Refuge,  is  limited  to  a  short  period,  or  the  will  of 
the  parent  or  guardian  ;  whereas  the  Acts  of  Assembly 
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contemplate,  in  all  cases  where  a.  commitment  has  been 
properly  made  and  reviewed,  an  entire  transfer  from  the 
parents  or  guardian,  of  all  authority  to  the  Managers,  and 
consequently  every  “infant”  received  into  the  house  is 
under  their  care  and  guardianship,  until,  if  male,  they 
reach  21.,  or  if  female,  18  years  of  age,  unless  the  females 
were  committed  after  they  were  10,  and  in  that  case, 
until  21  years  of  age.  The  Managers,  from  the  time  of 
the  reception  of  a  child,  are  in  the  eye  of  the  law  “in 
loco  parentis.”  With  them,  solely,  rests  the  power  to 
bind  out  the  children  during  their  minority,  with  their 
consent,  or  so  to  place  them  as,  iu  the  discretion  of  the 
Managers,  will  best  conduce  to  their  reformation  and 
amendment,  and  will  tend  to  their  future  benefit  and 
advantage. 

In  consequence  of  this  misapprehension,  the  Board  has 
constant  applications  for  the  restoration  of  children  from 
persons  who  assert  that  they  were  misled  when  their 
children  were  committed.  The  examination  of  such 
cases  not  only  occupies  much  valuable  time,  but  is  often 
attended  with  very  unpleasant  circumstances,  because  of 
the  seeming  hardship  involved  in  the  denial  of  a  parent’s 
prayer.  It  is  therefore  very  desirable  that  the  true  re¬ 
lation  of  the  Managers  to  each  child  should  be  precisely 
understood,  and  that  it  should  be  known  that  when  the 
guardianship  is  once  transfered,  a  parental  relationship 
has  been  assumed,  which  may  not  be  lightly  or  incon¬ 
siderately  thrown  off. 

The  Board  has  been  occasionally  assailed  by  the  press, 
in  our  courts,  and  even  in  the  Legislature,  for  the  want 
of  consideration  for  the  feelings  of  parents,  in  a  manifest 
desire  to  break  the  tie  which  binds  them  to  their  chil¬ 
dren  ;  but  let  any  one,  whose  confidence  has  been  dis- 
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turbed  by  such  assaults,  examine  the  records  of  the  House 
of  Refuge,  and  he  will  find,  beyond  any  question,  that 
a  false  sympathy  for  parents  has  been  the  greatest,  as  it 
is  the  most  natural,  error  in  its  administration.  There 
is  no  greater  responsibility  resting  on  the  Board  than  in 
the  disposal  of  their  children.  Conscious  of  that,  author¬ 
ity  has  been  asked  and  obtained  from  the  Legislature, 
to  bind  them  in  some  of  the  adjacent,  anti  several  of  the 
Western  States,  and  from  these  States  corresponding 
legislation  has  been  had,  for  the  recognition  in  them,  of 
our  indentures.  One  great  object  which  the  Board  has 
always  held  close  in  view,  has  been  to  keep  their  chil¬ 
dren  in  after  life,  as  far  as  possible,  free  from  their  for¬ 
mer  associations,  when  they  have  been  unquestionably 
bad,  and  to  this  end  they  have  preferred,  for  that  class 
especially,  in  sending  them  out,  good  homes  in  agricul¬ 
tural  districts,  as  the  safest  and  best ;  and  so  far  does 
the  Board  endeavor  to  cultivate  and  respect  the  tie  which 
God  has  created,  that  in  all  cases,  when  for  the  interest 
of  the  child  it  is  allowable  for  them  to  do  so,  the  parents 
are  consulted  and  their  wishes  regarded,  not  only  on  this 
point,  but  on  all  others  concerning  their  children’s  wel¬ 
fare.  But  it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that,  to  a  large 
extent,  children  are  under  our  care  because  of  gross 
parental  neglect,  and  that  parents,  who  themselves  have 
failed  in  the  discharge  of  this,  the  highest  claim  im¬ 
planted  in  the  human  heart,  are  not  worthy  of  the  ten¬ 
der  consideration  which  is  too  often  asked  for  them.  It 
is  not  easy  to  convey  to  others  a  sense  of  the  sad  results 
of  parental  interference.  Very  often  our  children,  after 
rising  to  a  point  of  great  respectability,  and  gaining  the 
confidence  and  regard  of  masters  and  mistresses,  with 
whom  they  were  placed,  and  when  acquiring  a  knowl- 
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edge  of  an  useful  occupation,  are  enticed  from 

their  new  homes  back  to  those  where  vice  and  infamy 
become  again  familiar  to  them,  and  when  under  such  ad¬ 
verse  circumstances,  it  is  not  unlikely  their  last  state 
will  be  worse  than  their  first. 

To  be  faithful  to  those  we  represent,  can  only  be  by 
being  faithful  to  those  in  our  charge.  Why  the  measure 
of  good  we  ought  to  do  is  limited,  and  how  it  may  be 
enlarged,  are  of  as  much  interest  to  the  community  as  to 
us,  who,  in  our  daily  discharge  of  duty,  have  such  fre¬ 
quent  occasions  to  lament  the  insufficiency  of  our  means 
for  the  proper  treatment  of  every  case  committed  to 
our  care. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  state  in  detail  the  several  causes 
which  operate  in  fdling  our  house.  Inmost  large  popu¬ 
lations,  a  certain  proportion  of  the  children  are  subjects 
of  neglect,  and  when  vice  is  not  absolutely  taught,  by 
example  and  precept,  and  its  consequences  bring  the 
young  under  our  care,  neglect  throws  them  upon  us  in 
large  numbers. 

Our  house,  when  projected,  was  held  to  be  on  a  com¬ 
prehensive  scale,  but  population  has  so  rapidly  augmented 
around  it.  that  its  capacity  now  falls  short  of  its  require¬ 
ments.  We  have  not  room  enough  for  the  suitable  ac¬ 
commodation  of  the  children  received,  and  with  what  we 
have  it  is  impossible  to  make  the  proper  classifications. 
On  this  largely  depends  our  success ;  for  classification 
may  be  considered  as  the  very  basis  of  a  reformatory 
system.  All  that  hitherto  we  have  done,  or  that  we 
can  do  now,  is  to  have  two  divisions  of  each  sex  in  each 
house.  In  the  one  division  are  placed  all  those,  irre¬ 
spective  of  age,  against  whom  the  charges  are  for  venial 
or  comparatively  unimportant  offenses,  and  in  like  man- 
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ner,  in  the  other,  those  whose  offenses  are  more  serious ; 
consequently,  there  are  in  each  division,  grouped  together, 
those  of  tender  years  with  others  approaching  maturity, 
and  in  whose  familiarity  with  wrong-doing  there  may  be 
and  probably  is,  the  same  disparity  as  in  their  ages.  At 
night,  we  hold  it  to  be  all-important  that  each  inmate 
should  be  lodged  separately,  and  this  was  always  done 
until  their  numbers  outgrew  our  dormitories.  In  the 
daytime,  the  classification  is  the  only  check  to  their  pro¬ 
miscuous  intercourse  during  the  hours  of  recreation,  and 
this  check,  while  in  school  or  in  their  several  avocations, 
is  superseded  by  the  presence  of  the  teachers  and  pre¬ 
fects. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  to  allude  to  the 
grosser  kind  of  offenses  for  which  many  of  our  children 
have  been  committed,  some  of  which  are  in  some  measure 
peculiar  to  large  cities ;  but  every  thoughtful  person  will 
readily  understand  that  moral  contagion  is  a  most  de¬ 
structive  influence,  and  that  against  it  every  possible 
precaution  and  corrective  should  be  provided.  We  have 
now  587  children  under  our  care,  each  one  of  whom  we 
would  return  to  the  community  fitted  for  usefulness  and 
respectability.  We  feel  the  responsibility  resting  upon 
us.  It  has  not  been  self-imposed.  With  all  its  care  and 
anxiety,  we  shrink  not  from  the  performance  of  our  duty ; 
but-  we  ask  from  those  mi  whom  originally  rests  the  care 
of  the  outcast,  the  friendless,  neglected,  sinning  child, 
that  we,  wdio  are  but  their  substitutes,  shall  be  provided 
with  proper  and  efficient  means  to  do  the  work  which 
has  been  assigned  to  us. 

Our  present  buildings  must  be  so  extended  as  to  allow 
of  at  least  four  classes  of  each  sex,  and  to  provide  a 
dormitory  for  each  child,  and  this  can  be  done  for  $20,000. 
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These  facilities  are  essential  for  the  successful  adminis¬ 
tration  of  our  School  of  Reform,  and  their  advantages  far 
outweigh  any  moneyed  consideration. 

We  have  in  our  former  Reports  expressed  the  opinion, 
that  the  colored  department  might,  with  great  benefit,  he 
removed  to  the  country.  It  is  particularly  desirable,  for  the 
physical  advantages  of  the  colored  children,  whose  consti¬ 
tutions,  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases,  have  strong  scrofu¬ 
lous  tendencies,  which  might  be  corrected  by  field 
occupations,  whilst  in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  agricul¬ 
ture  and  horticulture,  they  would  be  fitted  for  employ¬ 
ments  most  congenial  to  them.  This  being*  done,  the 
house  now  occupied  by  them,  if  appropriated  to  the 
whites,  would  allow,  very  advantageously,  of  the  expan¬ 
sion  already  suggested. 

We  therefore  pray  that  the  General  Assembly  may 
consider  the  subject,  and  enable  us  to  carry  out  either 
plan,  which  may  in  their  wisdom  seem  best.  For  a 
house  for  colored  children  in  the  country,  with  ample 
grounds  and  suitable  buildings,  $50,000  would  be  re¬ 
quired;  say  $25,000  a  year,  for  two  years. 

It  is  perhaps  allowable,  that  we  should  suggest,  in 
this  connection,  that  as  intemperance  is  the  great  cause 
which  drives  so  many  children  from  their  homes  to  the 
Refuge,  a  portion  of  the  large  revenue  derived  by  the 
State  from  tavern  licenses,  could  not  be  more  legiti¬ 
mately  appropriated  than  for  their  shelter,  clothing,  and 
education. 

The  Board  cannot  close  this  Report  without  record¬ 
ing  the  death,  on  the  15th  of  January,  1863.  of  one  of 
their  vice-presidents,  the  late  Isaac  Collins.  He  had 
passed  the  years  ordinarily  allotted  to  man,  and  was 
taken  away  after  a  life  largely  spent  in  good  works, 
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with  his  bright  hopes  of  reward  resting  only  on  the 
merits  of  his  Saviour.  For  thirty-four  years  he  had 
shared  actively  in  the  management  of  the  House  of  Re- 
fuge.  His  interest  in  it  strengthened  as  time  ran  on. 
It  was  earnest  at  the  first,  and  intense  at  the  last. 
Every  measure  for  the  good  of  the  house  or  the  benefit 
of  the  children,  had  in  him  a  most  strenuous  and  inde¬ 
fatigable  advocate,  and  such  was  his  perseverance  that 
success  was  the  almost  certain  result  of  whatever  he  un¬ 
dertook.  All  that  concerned  the  llefuge  was  dear  to 
him,  and  its  children  were  as  his  own.  Under  all  their 
changing  circumstances  he  loved  to  watch  over,  counsel 
and  aid  them.  In  adversity  or  prosperity,  in  sickness 
and  in  health,  he  stood  fast  by  them.  His  interest  in 
humanity  was  universal.  It  was  unrestricted  by  years, 
or  creed,  or  color.  Every  one  found  in  him  a  friend, 
who  had 'a  heart  in  sympathy  with  all  their  troubles,  and 
a  hand  ready  for  the  supply  of  their  wants.  His  ambi¬ 
tion  was  to  do  good;  neither  the  applause  of  men  nor 
the  glare  of  high  places,  had  any  hold  upon  his  mind, 
which  was  ever  filled  with  a  sense  of  the  miseries  of 
others,  and  a  desire  for  their  alleviation.  Ilis  example, 
when  living,  was  to  his  colleagues  ever  an  incentive  to 
good  deeds.  Now  that  he  is  gone,  his  memory  is  hal¬ 
lowed  by  them. 

» 

It  is  with  regret  that  the  death  of  Dr.  J.  II.  Haskell 
is  also  recorded.  He  had  for  eight  years  been  one  of 
the  physicians  of  the  Refuge,  and  was  esteemed  by  the 
Board  for  the  excellence  of  his  professional  and  private 
character. 

His  place  is  now  very  satisfactorily  filled  by  Dr.  Al¬ 
bert  Id.  Smith. 

Commending  the  Institution  to  the  confidence  and 


support  of  the  community,  and  invoking  for  it  and  those 
who  may  henceforth  have  the  charge  of  it,  the  blessing 
of  Him  who  alone  can  give  efficiency  to  the  best-devised 
plans,  the  Board  surrender  their  trust  into  the  hands  of 
the  contributors. 

THOMAS  EARP,  President. 

Alexander  Henry,  Secretary. 

Philadelphia,  January  1,  18G4. 
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The  House  of  Refuge  in  Account  with  John  Welsh,  Treasurer,  pro  (cm. 


1863 


Dr. 


January  1,  By  balance  as  per  last  report, 

By  Cash  received  from  Warrants  on  the  City  and 
State  Treasury,  under  appropriations 
made  for  the  support  of  the  Institution 
for  1863,  .... 

Deceived  from  the  labor  of  the  inmates  : 
White  Department,  .  .  , 

Colored  Department, 

Duo  to  one  of  the  officers, 

From  interest  on  City  Warrants,  <fcc., 
From  persons  in  Illinois,  to  whom  chil¬ 
dren  were  indentured,  for  traveling 
expenses, 

Sales  of  old  materials, 

From  Board, 

Income  of  Cope  Fund, 

One  year’s  Ground  Rent, 


$7,873 

1,982 


$■1,620  60 


38,250  00 


09 

46 


9,855  55 
600  00 
239  20 


715  90 
235  95 
18  00 
15  60 
260  83 

$54,901  61 


Cr. 

To  Cash  paid  orders  of  the  Board  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  tho  White 
Department,  .  .  $35,981  92 

Of  the  Colored  Departm’t,  13,403  22 

- - -  49,385  14 

Reserved  for  emergencies,  being  the 

saving  of  several  years,  in  the 
economy  of  the  House,  .  .  5,000  00 

December  31,  To  balance  in  the  Western  Bank,  .  .  516  47 

- $54,901  61 


Philadelphia,  December  31,  1863. 


JOHN  WELSH, 

Treasurer,  pro  lent. 


The  above  account  has  been  examined  and  found  to  be  correct. 

G.  M.  Troutman, 

Jno.  W.  Claghorn, 

Committee. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PHYSICIANS. 


To  the  Board  of  Managers,  House  of  Refuge: 

The  Physicians  to  the  Institution  respectfully  report,  that 
during  the  past  year  the  inmates  of  the  House  have  been  greatly 
favored  in  the  immunity  from  any  considerable  amount-of  sick¬ 
ness. 

The  only  epidemic  which  has  prevailed  among  them  was  one 
of  catarrhal  ophthalmia  during  the  last  six  months,  with  which 
two  hundred  and  fifty-three  of  the  white  boys  were  affected, 
most  of  them  presenting  the  disease  in  an  aggravated  form,  all 
of  whom,  however,  have  recovered  without  any  impairment  of 
vision.  The  other  departments  of  the  Institution  escaped  the 
disease,  a  few  of  the  white  girls  being  affected  with  sore  eyes, 
though  in  a  very  mild  form,  yielding  promptly  to  treatment. 

With  the  exception  of  one  case  of  pneumonia,  there  has  been 
no  dangerous  illness  in  any  of  the  departments ;  no  deaths 
having  occurred  during  the  whole  year.  In  the  colored  House, 
among  both  boys  and  girls,  scrofula  has  appeared  in  various 
forms,  though  mostly  mild,  and  yielding  easily  to  remedies. 

During  the  year  all  the  newly-admitted  inmates  of  the  Insti¬ 
tution  have  been  vaccinated,  without  regard  to  the  evidences  of 
previous  vaccination. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

AY.  R.  DUNTON, 

ALBERT  II.  SMITH, 

Physicians  to  House  of  Refuge. 

Philadelphia ,  Jan.  IDA  1864. 


REPORT  OF  TIIE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  THE 
WHITE  DEPARTMENT. 


To  the  Managers  of  the  House  of  Refuge: 

The  Superintendent  of  the  White  Department  respectfully 
reports : 

That  the  number  admitted  and  discharged  from  January  1st, 


1863,  to  January  1st,  1861,  is  as  follows: 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Committed  by  Magistrates  of  Philadelph 

ia,  . 

286 

96 

332 

u 

Courts  of  Philadelphia  county, 

13 

— 

13 

Li 

LL  ■ 

Columbia 

ll 

2 

1 

3 

n 

ll 

Bradford 

Ll 

«■> 

— 

3 

Ll 

ll 

Lancaster 

ll 

12 

9 

21 

a 

Ll 

Lehigh 

It 

2 

— 

2 

a 

Ll 

Chester 

It 

4 

•> 

6 

LL 

ll 

Montgomery 

ll 

3 

1 

4 

u 

ll 

Schuylkill 

ll 

4 

1 

5 

LL 

LL 

Berks 

It 

8 

— 

8 

Ll 

Ll 

Luzerne 

It 

1 

1 

2 

Ll 

ll 

Cumberland 

tl 

— 

1 

i 

Ll 

Ll 

Carbon 

it 

1 

— 

i 

Ll 

Ll 

Bucks 

it 

3 

— 

i) 

ll 

ll 

Lebanon 

Ll 

i 

— 

1 

ll 

ll 

Lycoming 

ll 

2 

— 

2 

ll 

ll 

Dauphin 

ll 

— 

1 

i 

ll 

LL 

Montour 

16 

i 

— - 

i 

ll 

LL 

Delaware 

Ll 

i 

— 

i 

Beturned,  having  been  indentured, 

13 

14 

27 

Beturned  voluntarily, 

LL 

6 

1 

7 

316 

128 

444 

Discharged. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

By  indenture, 

... 

146 

49 

195 

Beturned  to  friends, 

... 

86 

34 

120 

Examining  Judges, 

9 

4 

13 

Order  of  Court,  . 

. 

1 

1 

2 

Sent  to  Almshouse, 

_ 

4 

4 

Beturned  to  Committing 

Magistrates,  . 

O 

2 

4 

Discharged, 

• 

21 

9 

30 

265 

103 

368 

Remaining  in 

the  Institution,  January  1st,  1864, 

322 

120 

i  ^ 

1 

246  were  committed  on  complaint,  and  by  request  of  their 
parents  or  nearest  friends — namely,  158  boys  and  88  girls. 

Those  admitted  were  born  as  follows: 

In  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  274;  in  other  coun¬ 
ties  in  Pennsylvania,  64;  New  York,  12;  New  Jersey,  9;  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  8 ;  Delaware,  1 ;  Maine,  1 ;  North  Carolina,  1 ; 
District  of  Columbia,  1 ;  Virginia,  2 ;  Rhode  Island,  1 ;  Con¬ 
necticut,  1;  Vermont,  1;  Maryland,  1;  Ireland,  23;  Germany, 
13;  England,  6;  Scotland,  6;  Canada  East,  8;  unknown,  21. 
Total,  444. 

184  were  of  American  parentage;  159  Irish;  68  German ; 
17  English;  4  Scotch;  1  French;  1  Welsh;  10  unknown. 
Total,  444. 

Of  the  inmates,  47  had  lost  both  parents  previous  to  their 
admission  into  the  House;  78  their  mothers ;  126  their  fathers ; 
in  all,  251  had  lost  one  or  both  parents  by  death. 

The  average  age  of  boys  when  admitted,  13^  years ;  girls, 
144  years. 

Average  number  of  inmates  through  the  year  was,  317  boys 
and  113  girls. 

The  greatest  number  of  inmates  at  any  one  time  was,  354 
boys  and  134  girls. 

The  boys  were  indentured  as  follows  : 

To  farmers,  102 ;  navigator,  1 ;  brush  makers,  3 ;  shoema¬ 
kers,  7 ;  tailors,  3;  bakers,  3;  bricklayer,  1;  chair  makers,  5; 
butcher,  1;  saddler,  1;  machinists,  3;  weavers,  2;  milkman,  1; 
tobacconist,  1 ;  cabinet  makers,  3 ;  gardener,  1 ;  blacksmith,  1 ; 
carpenter,  1 ;  provision  dealer,  1 ;  stone  cutter,  1 ;  merchant,  1 ; 
button  manufacturer,  1;  wood  turner,  1;  flour  dealer,  1.  Total, 
146. 


AVORK  DONE  BY  BOYS. 

Amount  of  labor 

in  the  daguerreotype  shop, 

$833  09 

u  u 

brush 

U 

1,652  48 

u  u 

*shoe 

U 

1,997  98 

U  u 

box 

“  (No.  1) 

2,245  46 

u  u 

box 

“  (No.  2) 

176  78 

u  u 

chair 

U 

1,407  12 

u  u 

smith 

u 

497  49 

$8,810  40 


WORK  DONE 

Boys’  jackets, 

BY  GIRLS. 

914 

“  pantaloons, 

• 

934 

“  caps, 

. 

287 

“  shirts,  . 

• 

634 

“  aprons, 

• 

310 

Pillow  cases,  . 

•  • 

477 

“  for  officers, 

(pairs) 

-- 

13 

Bolster  cases  “ 

U 

6 

Children’s  sheets,  . 

100 

Officers’  “ 

8 

Bed  ticks, 

89 

Pillow  ticks,  . 

25 

Suspenders,  (pairs)  . 

; 

183 

Under  garments, 

151 

Plannel  skirts, 

87 

Dresses, 

350 

Girls’  aprons,  . 

217 

Skirts  quilted, 

30 

Stockings  knit,  (pairs) 

35 

“  footed,  “ 

20 

Bed  spreads,  . 

79 

Children’s  towels,  . 

106 

Officers’  “ 

23 

Roller  “ 

cm 

CO 

Carpet  balls,  (lbs.)  . 

482 

Housework,  washing,  ironing,  and  mending. 

“  Of  this  §279  80  were  earned  by  the  girls. 


EXPENDITURES  OF  THE  WHITE  DEPh 

MOMENT 

Salaries, 

. 

. 

. 

Provisions. 

Beef  for  officers’  table, 

4,138  lbs. 

§396 

84 

“  inmates, 

23,351  “ 

1,056 

23 

Mutton  for  inmates, 

1,842  “ 

176 

50 

Mutton,  veal,  and  pork, 

915  “ 

91 

51 

Ham  and  dried  beef, 

957  “ 

112 

83 

Wheat  flour, 

151,449  “ 

4,765 

65 

Corn  meal, 

17,129  “ 

361 

79 

Barley, 

0 

284 

25 

Potatoes,  . 

.  1,405  bus. 

816 

34 

Turnips,  cabbage,  &c., 

. 

100 

00 

Hominy,  . 

. 

55 

00 

Milk, 

.  1,388  galls. 

249 

78 

Butter, 

878  lbs. 

297 

74 

Marketing, 

. 

371 

82 

Coffee, 

.  1,825  lbs. 

206 

70 

Tea, 

163  “ 

133 

15 

Sugar, 

.  1,662  “ 

230 

62 

Cheese,  . 

113  “ 

18 

99 

Molasses, 

.  2,109  galls. 

865 

30 

Vinegar, 

. 

7 

55 

Spices, 

. 

27 

14 

Hops  and  malt, 

•  .  •  • 

36 

80 

Lard, 

522  lbs. 

58 

12 

Salt, 

32  sacks 

84 

60 

Clothing. 

Boys’  clothing, 

.  §2,814 

35 

Girls’  “ 

•  .  • 

834 

84 

Boys’  shoes, 

. 

787 

10 

Girls’  “ 

o  •  • 

350 

00 

Mending, 

. 

514 

34 

FOR'  18G3. 
$5,457  97 


10,805  25 


Carried  fonvard, 


.  §5,300  63  §16,263  22 


27 


Brought  forward, 

.  §5,300 

63 

Muslins,  .... 

.  1,047 

40 

Combs,  thread,  &c.,  . 

294 

87 

Furniture,  brooms,  and  bedding, 

.  . 

. 

Repairs  and  improvements, 

• 

• 

Fuel  and  Fhcating  Apparatus. 

Coal, . 

.  3,295 

45 

Pine  wood,  .... 

67 

63 

Tin  work,  .... 

111 

31 

For  Light. 

Gas  and  oil,  .... 

722 

12 

Candles,  ..... 

12 

86 

Cleansing. 

Cleansing  house, 

234 

00 

Soap  and  soda, 

398 

19 

Starch,  ..... 

10 

03 

Lime  and  sand, 

16 

86 

Other  Expenses. 

Physicians’  services, 

100 

00 

Medicines  and  dentistry,  . 

225 

65 

Bringing  subjects, 

191 

00 

Sending  away  subjects, 

31 

05 

Water  rents,  .... 

200 

00 

Postage,  ..... 

25 

25 

Books  and  stationery, 

157 

43 

Car  fare,  .... 

11 

96 

Garden,  ..... 

23 

05 

Western  traveling  expenses, 

791 

57 

Sundries,  .... 

145 

55 

99 


6,642  90 
622  28 
1,084  33 


3,474  39 


734  98 


659  08 


1,902  51 


Carried  forward, 


§31,383  69 


Brought  forward, 

O 


$31,383  GO 


28 


EXPENSES  OF  BOTH  WHITE  AND  COLORED 
DEPARTMENTS. 


Salary  of  Agent,  rent  of  office,  and 


Managers’  room,  . 

$1,180 

00 

Wages  of  Engineers,  Baker,  Car- 

penter,  and  Coachman,  . 

1,038 

00 

Printing  Annual  Report,  paper,  &c., 

114 

75 

Horse  keeping, 

436 

30 

Repairing  carriages, 

277 

70 

Harness  and  repairs, 

31 

50 

Sundries,  .... 

607 

88 

$4,586 

90 

Of  the  above  expenses,  there  is 
chargeable  to  the  Colored  Dc- 

partment,  .... 

1,980 

00 

And  to  the  White  Department,  .  2,605  23 


Current  expenses  of  the  White  De¬ 
partment  for  the  last  year,  .  $33,988  02 


boys’  school. 


The  number  of  boys  in  school  at  the  commencement  of 


the  year  was  ..... 

Received  during  the  year, 

Discharged,  ...... 

Number  in  school  at  this  date, 

Average  daily  attendance, 

Average  time  in  House  of  those  discharged, 


269 

281 

229 

321 

281 


15§  months. 


“  indentured,  .  15-1  “ 
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The  following:  table  shows  their  attainments  when  admitted 

O 


and  discharged : 

When 

admitted. 

When 

discharged. 

Could  read  well, 

. 

22 

75 

“  “  tolerably, 

. 

87 

90 

“  “  poorly,  . 

. 

69 

57 

“  u  monosyllables, 

• 

50 

5 

Knew  the  alphabet  only,  . 

. 

35 

1 

Knew  not  the  alphabet, 

• 

IS 

1 

Total, 

• 

281 

229 

Could  write  a  plain  hand,  . 

,  . 

29 

71 

“  “  legibly, 

• 

07 

79 

“  “  poorly, 

. 

57 

56 

u  u  name  only,  . 

• 

37 

23 

“  not  write, 

• 

91 

— 

Total, 

• 

281 

229 

Could  cipher  in  fractions,  . 

.  , 

o 

23 

“  “  reduction, 

.  . 

10 

47 

“  u  through  primary  rules, 

52 

34 

“  u  in  multiplication, 

56 

30 

“  u  in  addition  and  subtraction,  32 

35 

Knew  the  multiplication  table, 

• 

2 

28 

Knew  nothing  of  arithmetic, 

• 

127 

32 

Total, 

■ 

281 

229 

girls’ 

SCHOOL. 

Number  of  girls  in  school  January  1st,  1803, 

93 

Admitted  during  the  year, 

•  • 

• 

104 

Discharged, 

• 

79 

In  school  at  present  time, 

•  • 

o 

118 

Average  attendance, 

• 

. 

101 

•30 

When 

admitted. 

When 

discharged. 

Could  read  fluently, 

4 

24 

“  “  tolerably, 

23 

44 

“  “  in  easy  lessons, 

38 

11 

“  spell  words  of  two  letters, 

29 

— 

Ignorant  of  the  alphabet, 

10 

— 

Total, . 

104 

79 

Could  write  legibly, .... 

39 

54 

“  “  name,  .... 

10 

1 

“  not  write,  .... 

49 

— 

“  write  well,  .... 

— 

24 

Total, . 

104 

79 

Could  cipher  in  division,  . 

G 

6 

“  “  multiplication,  •. 

G 

32 

“  “  subtraction, 

12 

— 

“  “  addition, 

14 

17 

“  not  cipher,  .... 

GG 

— 

“  cipher  in  compound  numbers,  . 

— 

24 

Total,  ..... 

104 

79 

The  entire  cost  for  the  maintenance  and  education  of  each 
inmate  during  18G3,  is  $79  04.  If  there  is  deducted  from  this 
the  amount  they  have  contributed  to  their  own  support  by  their 
labor,  the  exact  cost  to  the  Institution  lias  been  $58  55.  The 
entire  cost  is  a  very  moderate  sum,  when  there  is  taken  into 
consideration  the  increased  prices  that  were  asked  for  almost 
everything  purchased  for  the  inmates  in  the  way  of  clothing, 
provisions,  &c. 

In  instituting  a  comparison  between  the  prices  paid  last  year 
and  this  year  for  various  commodities,  the  following,  comprising 
some  of  the  largest  purchases,  with  the  percentages  of  in¬ 
crease,  are  submitted : 
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Boys’  clothing,  summer  wear,  nearly  100  per  cent. 

4-  “  winter  “  .  43  44 

Girls’  “  from  100  to  nearly  300  per  cent. 

Muslins,  from  100  to  300  per  cent. 

Coxm  meal,  63  per  cent. 

Molasses,  from  40  to  112  per  cent. 

Coffee,  44  39  48  44 

Sugar,  “  35  67  “ 

Tea,  “  21  40  44 

Coal,  .  .  .  GO  44 

There  were  received  into  the  Institution,  during  the  past 
year,  444  children ;  109  more  than  were  received  in  1862. 
Our  weekly  average,  as  compared  with  last  year’s,  shows  an 
excess  of  88.  We  had  at  one  time  during  the  year  488  inmates, 
and  as  our  capacity  for  accommodation  is  limited  to  432  sepa¬ 
rate  rooms,  we  were  obliged  to  lodge  some  of  the  smaller  ones 
two  in  a  room. 

To  what  maybe  attributed  this  rapid  increase  of  juvenile  de¬ 
linquency  in  the  short  space  of  a  year?  The  histories  of  the 
children  furnish  the  solution  of  the  inquiry.  The  fathers  of  a 
proportion  of  them  are  engaged  in  the  military  service  of  their 
country ;  and  though  many  of  them  have  had  a  mother’s  care 
and  counsel,  yet  the  absence  of  the  paternal  head  has  led  to 
serious  moral  evils.  From  an  examination  of  our  statistics  for 
many  years  past,  the  fact  is  established  that  a  much  larger 
number  of  children  have  been  committed  here  who  were  bereft 
of  a  father’s  care,  than  those  who  were  deprived  of  a  mother's. 
This  militates  somewhat  against  the  generally  received  opinion 
that  the  moral  training  of  the  child  receives  a  stronger  bias 
from  the  mother’s  instruction  than  the  father’s ;  but  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  children  sent  here  the  position  is  not  established,  if 
numbers  have  anything  to  do  with  it. 

The  receipts  from  the  labor  of  our  boys  amount  to  nearly 
$9,000,  a  larger  sum  than  was  ever  realized  before.  While 
this  is  an  important  source  of  revenue  to  the  Institution,  its 
most  beneficial  results  are  shown  in  the  moral  influence  that 


labor  must  exert  upon  those  employed  in  our  shops.  Nearly 
all  of  our  youth,  previous  to  their  coming  here,  had  not  been 
engaged  in  any  industrial  pursuit,  and  while  spending  their 
time  idly  upon  the  streets,  they  had  acquired  a  disposition  to 
commit  petty  acts  of  dishonesty  that  rendered  them  amenable 
to  the  laws.  As  their  livelihood,  after  they  leave  here,  is  to 
be  acquired  by  labor,  it  is  evident  that  an  important  element  in 
their  reformation  must  be  the  formation  of  industrious  habits, 
and  if  these  are  acquired  here  by  a  judicious  system  of  labor, 
we  can  entertain  a  reasonable  hope,  that  with  the  moral  and  re¬ 
ligious  teachings  they  receive,  their  future  career  will  be  cre¬ 
ditable  to  the  Institution,  to  themselves,  and  to  society. 

At  the  last  session, of  the  Legislature  the  Senate  passed  a 
resolution,  directing  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  its  mem¬ 
bers,  “whose  duty  it  should  be  to  examine  into  the  condition 
of  all  institutions  to  which  the  State  makes  appropriations.” 
They  were  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  each  institution 
with  reference  to  its  general  management,  its  expenditures,  re¬ 
venues,  &c.,  and  report  to  the  Senate  at  its  next  session.  The 
committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  McCandless,  Stein,  and  White. 
Unfortunately  for  Major  White,  he  was  captured  by  the  rebels 
in  the  engagement  last  summer  at  Winchester,  and  still  lan¬ 
guishes  in  the  Libby  Prison,  at  Richmond.  Messrs.  McCandless 
and  Stein  visited  the  Institution  in  the  latter  part  of  October. 
Previous  to  their  coming,  they  had  sent,  by  their  Secretary,  a 
paper,  containing  fourteen  interrogatories,  which  they  wished 
to  be  answered  at  the  time  of  their  visit.  These  questions  em¬ 
braced  various  matters  relative  to  the  Institution,  from  its  in¬ 
corporation  in  1828  until  the  present  time.  Carefully  prepared 
answers  were  submitted  to  the  committee,  and  with  the  full 
and  explicit  information  given  them  upon  each  topic,  they 
expressed  their  unqualified  approbation.  They  were  shown 
through  the  various  departments,  and  after  a  thorough  exami¬ 
nation,  they  expressed  themselves  much  gratified  with  their 
visit.  Yearly  visitations  of  this  character  would  be  productive 
of  good,  as  they  would  be  the  means  of  bringing  prominently 
before  the  Legislature,  in  an  official  capacity  of  its  own,  the 


condition  of  each  institution  in  which  the  State  is  pecuniarily 
interested. 

Numerous  letters  have  been  received  from  our  young  men 
who  enlisted  in  the  military  service,  and  many  of  them  who 
were  so  fortunate  as  to  obtain  furloughs,  have  visited  us. 
Though  they  have  been  subjected  to  great  dangers  and  hard¬ 
ships,  they  are  still  as  determined  as  ever  to  do  what  they  can 
to  put  down  the  rebellious  efforts  of  the  Southern  people.  Some 
will  return  no  more  to  gladden  the  hearts  of  their  relatives  and 
friends.  They  have  yielded  up  their  lives  upon  Virginia’s  soil 
and  the  sandy  plains  of  South  Carolina.  They  have  nobly  sa¬ 
crificed  themselves,  in  the  vigor  of  youth,  in  endeavoring  to 
maintain  the  supremacy  of  our  blessed  Union.  Several,  for 
their  gallantry  and  skill,  have  been  promoted  from  the  ranks. 
One  of  them  holds  a  Captain’s  commission,  another  a  Lieute¬ 
nant’s,  and  as  they  are  both  intelligent,  courageous  young  men, 
they  will  give  a  good  account  of  themselves  in  their  new  posi¬ 
tions. 

We  have  reason  to  be  thankful  for  the  almost  uninterrupted 
good  health  of  the  inmates.  There  was  but  one  case  of  serious 
illness,  and  through  skillful  treatment  the  patient  was  again 
restored  to  health. 

We  are  under  many  obligations  to  the  clergy  and  Sabbath- 
school  teachers  for  their  earnest  efforts  to  impress  upon  the 
hearts  of  our  children  a’ lively  sense  of  their  religious  duties 
and  obligations. 

To  the  Managers,  whose  valuable  advice  has  been  of  material 
service  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Institution,  and 
to  the  officers,  who  have  faithfully  labored  to  advance  the  in¬ 
terests  of  our  youthful  charge,  my  acknowledgments  are  ten¬ 
dered. 

With  a  sincere  trust  that  the  Divine  blessing  may  accompany 
all  our  labors, 

I  remain,  very  respectfully, 

JESSE  K.  McKEEVER, 

Superintendent. 


January  1st,  1864. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  THE 
COLORED  DEPARTMENT. 


To  the  Managers  of  the  House  of  Refuge: 


The  Superintendent  of  the  Colored  Department  respectfully 
reports,  that  the  number  admitted  and  discharged  from  Janu¬ 
ary  1,  1863,  to  January  1,  1864,  is  as  follows : 


Joys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Committed  by  Magistrates  of  Philadelphia, 

52 

83 

Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  Phila.  Co. 

,  1 

1 

“  “  “  Del.  “ 

1 

1 

“  “  “  Bucks  “ 

1 

1 

Common  Pleas  Lancaster  “ 

1 

1 

o 

Quarter  Sessions  Dauphin  “ 

1 

1 

Common  Pleas  Chester  “ 

1 

1 

“  “  Franklin  “ 

1 

1 

“  “  Mifflin  “ 

1 

1 

“  “  Centre  “ 

1 

1 

Returned  voluntarily,  . 

O 

O 

O 

O 

“  by  master,  .... 

8 

5 

13 

Arrested,  having  left  their  places, 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Discharged. 

78 

37 

115 

By  indenture,  ..... 

50 

18 

68 

Returned  to  friends,  .... 

6 

4 

10 

“  master,  .... 

1 

1 

Sent  to  Almshouse,  .... 

1 

o 

Q 

O 

Examining  Judges,  .... 

Q 

0 

4 

Order  of  Court,  .... 

1 

1 

Unfit  subjects,  ..... 

1 

1 

Discharged,  ..... 

8 

8 

Absconded,  ..... 

o 

o 

72 

26 

98 

Remaining  in  the  House,  January  1,  1864, 

94 

51 

145 

Fifty-three  were  committed  on  the  complaint  and  by  request 
of  their  parents  or  nearest  friends. 

Those  committed  were  born  as  follows : 

In  Philadelphia,  46;  in  other  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  20; 
New  York,  2;  New  Jersey,  9;  Delaware,  1;  Maryland,  3; 
Virginia,  1;  South  Carolina,  1;  Massachusetts,  1;  Ohio,  1; 
remainder  not  ascertained. 

The  average  age  of  boys,  when  admitted,  was  12J  years  ; 
girls,  12J  years. 

The  average  number  of  inmates  through  the  year  was  90 
boys  and  46  girls. 

The  greatest  number  at  any  one  time  was  98  boys  and  56 
girls. 

Amount  of  Boys  Labor. 

In  the  wire  shop,  ......  $883  82 

“  box  “ .  1,326  21 

“  shoe  “  By  shoes  supplied  to  both  white 
and  col'd  Dep’ts,  $2,722  04 
Stock  on  hand,  .  366  77 

3,088  81 

To  leather,  shoe-lind- 

ings,  wages,  &c.,  .  2,202  05 


Amount  of  labor  in  shoe  shop, 

Total, 

Work  done,  by  Girls. 
Shirts,  stripe, 

“  flannel, 

Pants, 

Jackets, 

Boys’  aprons, 

“  caps,  . 

Suspenders, 

Dresses, 

Under  garments,  . 


886  76 


$3,096  79 

.  325 
.  203 

.  198 

.  226 
.  172 
.  80 
.  152  prs. 
.  184 
.  110 


Flannel  skirts, 

Skirts  quilted, 

Pillow  cases, 

Bolster,  .... 

Stand  covers, 

Towels,  .... 

Sheets,  .  .  .  . 

Bed  ticks,  .... 
Stockings,  bound  and  marked, 
Carpet-rags, 


50 

8 

226 

7 

8 

08 

97 

5 

110  prs. 
94  lbs. 


EXPENDITURES  OF  COLORED  DEPARTMENT  FOR  18C3. 


Salaries  and  wages, 
Provision s. 
Beef,  for  officers,  . 

“  inmates,  . 
Mutton, 

Suet, 

Ham  and  sausage. 
Mess  pork  and  bacon, 
Fish, 

Wheat  flour, 

Corn  meal, 

Barley  and  hominy, 
Potatoes, 

Turnips  and  cabbages, 
Coffee, 

Tea,  . 

Sugar,  . 

Milk,  . 

Buttermilk,  . 

Butter, 

Cheese, 

Dried  fruit,  . 

Carried  forward,  . 


1,925  lbs. 

§182  97 

0,444 

U 

247  97 

1,273 

u 

114  73 

1,201 

u 

116  63 

342 

u 

44  87 

3,107 

u 

239  47 

43  09 

30,059 

u 

1,020  35 

19,143 

u 

406  90 

5,089 

u 

200  70 

097 

bush. 

436  85 

05  75 

100  lbs. 

55  20 

41 

u 

34  85 

518 

a 

75  27 

2,991 

qts. 

149  55 

5,050 

a 

120  25 

304 

lbs. 

99  19 

1  08 

11  42 

. 

§3,734  35 

§3,120  20 


§3,120  20 


37 


Brought  forward,  . 

.  .  $3,734  35 

Molasses, 

921  gals. 

376  93 

Salt,  .... 

19  25 

Vinegar, 

13  77 

Vegetables,  . 

65  47 

Marketing,  . 

100  76 

Clothing. 

Satinet, 

616  yds. 

488  08 

Drilling, 

185  « 

90  49 

Cutting  garments, 

16  50 

Calico  and  stripes, 

1,424  “ 

397  01 

Muslin, 

671  “ 

229  99 

Flannel, 

569  “ 

266  48 

Aprons  and  towels, 

273  “ 

80  28 

Hats  and  caps, 

5  00 

Boys’  shoes, 

151  prs. 

167  40 

Girls’  “ 

124  “ 

124  00 

Repaired, 

458  “ 

185  60 

Stockings,  . 

17  doz. 

61  00 

Trimmings, 

79  60 

Furniture. 

Carpet, 

12  26 

Hardware,  . 

100  87 

Tinware, 

44  36 

Woodware,  . 

21  22 

Queensware, 

22  77 

Brushes,  brooms,  &c., 

81  72 

General  Repairs. 

Lumber, 

• 

63  63 

Bricklaying,  plastering, 

flagging,  &c., 

240  24 

Plumbing  and  gasfitting, 

•  • 

77  80 

Paints  and  glass, 

«  • 

51  38 

Carried  forward,  . 

$433  05 

$3,120  26 


4,310  53 


2,191  43 


283  20 


$9,905  42 


Brought  forward,  .  .  .  $433  05  $9,005  42 


Locks, 

•  •  • 

13  25 

Heaters  and  stoves, 

•  •  • 

222  96 

Miscellaneous  repairs, 

. 

58  42 

727  68 

Fuel  and  light. 

Coal, 

164  tons 

950  50 

Wood, 

•  .  • 

28  50 

Gas  and  candles, 

. 

260  52 

1,239  52 

Infirmary . 

Physicians’  salary, 

.  • 

100  00 

Medicines, 

. 

45  27 

145  27 

Miscellaneous. 

Soap  and  starch, 

.  2,060  lbs. 

155  78 

Stationery  and  school-book 

s, 

106  86 

Combs, 

9  03 

Traveling, 

29  85 

Bringing  subjects, 

56  76 

Postage  and  Revenue  stamps, 

32  75 

Gardens  and  hauling, 

45  92 

Spices  and  pepper, 

9  80 

Ice,  .  ,  . 

28  45 

Water  rent, 

70  00 

Sundries, 

91  59 

636  79 

$12,654  68 

Of  the  above  amount,  there  was  expended 
for  improvements  of  a  permanent  character, 

$463  20. 
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Brought  forward,  .....  $12,654  68 

Greneral  Expenses. 

Of  the  expenses  of  both  White  and 
Colored  Departments,  for  salary  of 
Agent,  rent  of  Managers’  room, 
printing  of  Annual  Reports,  &c., 
there  is  chargeable  to  this  Depart¬ 
ment,  .....  $882  74 

The  wages  of  Engineer,  Assistant 
Engineer,  Baker,  Carpenter,  and 
Coachman,  including  board,  .  674  50 

For  the  use  of  steam,  chargeable 

with  75  tons  of  coal,  .  .  .  423  75 

-  1,980  99 

Total,  ....  j?14.635_  67 

boys’  schools. 


Number  in  attendance,  January  1, 

1863, 

QO 

00 

“  admitted, 

•  • 

.  78 

“  discharged, 

. 

.  72 

“  now  in  attendance, 

. 

.  94 

The  following  table  shows  the 

O 

comparative 

attainments  of 

those  admitted  and  of  those  discharged: 

When 

When 

admitted 

discharged. 

Could  read  well, 

6 

34 

“  “  tolerabty, 

.  16 

28 

“  “  monosyllables, 

.  20 

10 

Knew  the  alphabet  only,  . 

.  13 

Ignorant  of  the  alphabet,  . 

.  23 

78 

72 

Could  write  a  letter, 

O 

.  O 

41 

“  “  legibly, 

6 

23 

“  name  only, 

.  20 

8 

“  “  none, 

.  49 

78 

72 

40 


When 

When 

admitted. 

discharged. 

Could  cipher  through  primary  rules, 

o 

33 

“  “  “  multiplication, 

1 

14 

“  “  “  addition  and  sub’n 

,15 

17 

“  “  none, 

60 

8 

78 

72 

girls’  school. 

Number  in  attendance,  January  1,  1863 

,  ay  as 

39 

“  admitted, 

37 

“  discharged, 

» 

25 

u  now  in  attendance, 

• 

51 

The  following  table '  shows  the  comp. 

arative 

attainments  of 

those  admitted  and  of  those  discharged : 

When 

When 

admitted. 

discharged. 

Could  read  well,  .... 

3 

13 

“  tolerably, 

7 

rr 

i 

“  “  easy  lessons, 

r 

o 

3 

Knew  the  alphabet  only,  . 

Did  not  know  the  alphabet, 

8 

14 

o 

87 

25 

Could  write  a  letter, 

3 

20 

“  “  legibly, 

7 

1 

“  “  name  only, 

2 

Ignorant  of  writing, 

27 

9 

37 

25 

Cipher  through  primary  rules,  . 

1 

rr 

i 

“  in  multiplication,  . 

1 

4 

“  “  addition  and  subtraction, 

9 

11 

Ignorant  of  arithmetic, 

99 

oo 

8 

37 

25 

Health. — In  taking  a  retrospective  view  of 

the  year  that 

has  just  closed,  it  is  a  matter  of  unfeigned  thankfulness  to  the 
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“Giver  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift,”  for  the  general  good 
health  of  this  Department. 

Not  a  single  death  has  occurred  during  the  year.  This  un¬ 
usual  good  health  of  the  inmates  may,  under  the  superabound- 
ing  goodness  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  be  attributed  to  a  strict 
adherence  to,  and  enforcement  of  the  hygienic  regulations  of 
the  Institution,  the  sanitary  effects  of  which  soon  manifest 
themselves  in  a  gratifying  physical  improvement  of  the  in¬ 
mates. 

Labor. — Our  larger  boys  are  employed  in  the  manufacture 
of  umbrella  furniture,  and  shoemaking.  The  smaller  ones  in 
making  match-boxes.  A  few  are  employed  a  part  of  the  time 
in  cleansing  the  dormitories,  school-rooms,  and  yards.  Every 
inmate  is  engaged  in  work  suitable  to  age  or  ability.  In  a  re¬ 
formatory  school,  too  much  importance  cannot  be  attached  to 
the  furnishing  of  suitable  employment  for  each  inmate.  Suit¬ 
able  labor,  or  regular  hours  of  work  not  only  promotes  general 
order  and  makes  easy  a  well-regulated  discipline,  but  it  prevents 
numerous  acts  of  mischief  and  insubordination,  into  which  the 
idle  are  most  likely  to  fall.  Moreover,  it  adds  to  the  health, 
and  inculates  the  beneficent  lesson  of  independence.  When  a 
boy  is  taught,  that  by  an  honest  industry  he  can  obtain  an 
honorable  maintenance,  a  rapid  stride  is  made  in  the  way  of 
reformation.  But  let  him  see  that  charity  will  open  her  hand 
to  supply  his  present  necessities,  and  a  great  injury  is  done 
him.  Charity,  while  it  means  well,  only  tends  to  degrade, 
while  industry  ever  tends  to  elevate.  Hence  our  great  aim  to 
Tteep  even  the  smallest  inmate  at  ivorlc. 

Mental  Instruction. — During  the  year,  a  change  of  teachers 
has  occurred  in  both  divisions  of  the  boys’  school.  The  pres¬ 
ent  incumbents  appear  to  conduct  their  work  with  commend¬ 
able  zeal.  Our  acquaintance  with  the  school-room  and  expe¬ 
rience  among  this  class  of  children,  confirm  the  fact  that  colored 
children  possess  capacities  for  acquiring  a  varied  and  even  ex¬ 
tensive  education.  The  majority,  though  but  a  brief  time  in 
the  Institution,  make  very  commendable  progress.  This  brevity 
of  time  renders  it  all-important  that  the  teachers  should  so 
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systematize  and  direct  the  exercises  of  the  school-room  as  to 
secure  the  greatest  amount  of  practical  information  in  the 
shortest  time. 

Moral  and  religious  instruction  permeates  every  department 
of  our  reformatory  system,  knowing  that  the  heart  needs  culti¬ 
vation  as  well  as  the  intellect  and  must  be  renewed  before  any 
permanent  reformation  can  be  effected.  And  in  experience  we 
find  that  in  proportion  as  moral  sense  is  quickened  by  the 
“line  upon  line  and  precept  upon  precept”  of  a  pure  gospel 
instruction,  in  the  same  proportion  does  the  outward  conduct 
correspond  with  the  inner  light.  Our  children  are  of  that  un¬ 
fortunate  class  who  have  not  been  blessed  with  a  good  home 
influence,  or  taught  the  value  of  moral  rectitude.  Their  spir¬ 
itual  natures  being  wholly  neglected,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at  that  their  moral  sense  should  lie  dormant,  or,  what  is  worse, 
become  vitiated  by  the  associations  of  wickedness  and  pro¬ 
fanity.  To  awaken  the  moral  sense — to  direct  it  aright,  to 
inculcate  a  reverence  for  the  name  of  God — a  love  for  His  Holy 
Word,  and  a  right  appreciation  of  moral  responsibility  is  our 
great  aim  at  all  fit  and  convenient  opportunities.  And  our 
warm-hearted  and  constant  friends  who,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Chapel  Committee,  conduct  the  exercises  of  the  Chapel 
and  Sunday-school,  who,  recognizing  the  same  truths,  and  see¬ 
ing  the  impress  of  immortality  enstamped  on  the  face  of  each 
child,  aid  us  nobly  and  effectively  in  the  adaptedness  of  their 
religious  instruction  to  the  capacity  of  their  hearers.  And  in¬ 
deed  it  is  then  only  that  we,  as  officers,  understand  the  nature  of 
our  work  and  responsibility,  when  we  regard  each  inmate  as 
an  immortal  being,  for  whose  well-being  rve  are  accountable, 
and  whose  salvation  may  be  made  to  depend  on  our  faithfulness. 

It  is  in  this  view,  moreover,  we  learn  the  importance  of  each 
officer  being  a  person  of  living,  working  piety ;  the  exponent 
of  the  principles  inculcated. 

Vocal  Music,  we  find  a  powerful  auxiliary  in  mental  improve¬ 
ment  and  moral  discipline.  Short  hymns,  with  appropriate 
music,  arc  readily  learned  ;  and  thus  while  pleasure  blends  with  * 
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the  performance,  seeds  of  truth  and  godliness  are  sown  that 
we  trust  will  bring  forth  their  fruit  in  due  season. 

The  library  still  furnishes  its  weekly  quota  of  good  and  use¬ 
ful  reading  matter.  Its  books  are  received  with  eagerness  and 
read  with  profit.  The  Sunday-school  papers,  in  their  monthly 
visits,  like  angels  of  mercy  bearing  cheerful  tidings,  come 
bringing  their  simple  story  and  moral  precept,  clothed  in  at¬ 
traction,  and  suited  to  interest  and  instruct.  Of  those  we  re¬ 
ceive  the  S.  S.  Visitor,  Child’s  World,  Carrier  Dove,  Young 
Reaper,  and  S.  S.  Advocate,  in  all  210  copies  monthly. 

Circular  Letters ,  from  masters,  give  in  general  a  most  satis¬ 
factory  account  of  the  conduct  and  improvement  of  their  ap¬ 
prentices,  which  plainly  point  out  to  us  the  great  advantage 
of  colored  children  following  agricultural  pursuits  and  of  se¬ 
curing  for  them  such  employment.  On  the  whole,  I  cannot 
but  regard  the  past  year  as  a  successful  one,  and  by  it  feel  en¬ 
couraged  to  enter  a  new  year  with  renewed  vigor,  trusting  in 
Him  who  has  hitherto  helped  us. 

To  the  officers  of  the  Board  and  its  various  committees,  for 
their  counsel  and  direction,  I  tender  my  sincere  thanks,  praying 
that  when  the  work  of  life  is  ended,  both  he  that  soweth  and 
he  that  reapeth  may  rejoice  together. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully, 

J.  IIOOD  LAVERTY, 

„  Superintendent. 


% 


January  1,  1864. 
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THE  FOLLOWING  EXTRACTS  OF  LETTERS,  WRITTEN  BY  THOSE  TO 
WHOM  FORMER  INMATES  HAVE  BEEN  INDENTURED,  ARE  A  FEW 
OF  THE  MANY  FAVORABLE  ANSWERS  THAT  HAVE  BEEN  RE¬ 
CEIVED. 

RELATIVE  TO  BOYS  IN  TIIE  WHITE  DEPARTMENT. 

W.  B.  is  still  with  us,  and  in  answer  to  your  questions,  I 
would  say  that  he  is  a  good,  obedient  hoy,  learns  well,  has  not 
had  one  day’s  sickness  since  he  has  been  with  us,  goes  with 
our  son  to  the  band  once  a  week,  to  the  festivals,  Sabbath- 
school,  and  Sabbath  festivals.  When  it  suits,  we  like  him  to  ac¬ 
company  us.  He  has  a  sorrel  pony,  and  when  he  gets  on  the  road, 
he  thinks  he  is  as  much  of  a  man  as  any  one.  We  would  not 
be  without  him  on  any  account.  L.  Z.,  a  former  apprentice, 
often  visits  us — sometimes  stays  a  week.  lie  seems  quite  near 
to  us.  We  dislike  to  see  him  leave.  Admitted  May  10th, 
1859.  Indentured  February  5th,  1861. 

F.  B.  is  with  us  yet,  and  seems  to  be  satisfied.  He  is  still 
a  first-rate  boy,  and  wc  all  set  great  store  by  him.  He  is  re¬ 
spected  and  loved  by  the  whole  neighborhood,  and  bids  fair  to 
become  one  of  our  best  citizens.  Admitted  December  20tli, 
1856.  Indentured  March  21st,  1858. 

W.  S.  is  a  strong,  healthy-looking  lad.  Ilis  behavior  has 
been  very  good.  Is  contented  and  well  satisfied  with  his 
place.  I  like  him  very  much,  and  would  not  wish  to  part  with 
him.  lie  learns  fast,  and  takes  an  interest  in  whatever  he  un¬ 
dertakes.  Admitted  June  6th,  1861 .  Indentured  March  19th, 
1863. 


J.  W.  has  been  a  good  boy.  I  am  very  well  satisfied  with 
him.  He  is  in  good  health,  and  sends  his  love  to  you.  We 
have  not  known  him  to  be  dishonest  or  untruthful.  He  is  now 
attending  school,  and  learns  very  fast.  I  would  not  ask  for  a 


better  boy.  He  takes  an  interest  in  my  business,  and  improves 
very  fast.  Has  not  had  a  day’s  sickness,  and  is  growing  to  be 
quite  a  rugged  boy.  Admitted  February  8th,  1862.  Inden¬ 
tured  February  19th,  1863. 

J.  B.  has  grown,  and  looks  like  a  farmer-boy.  You  would 
hardly  know  him.  I  am  very  well  pleased  with  him.  He  is 
a  better  boy  than  I  thought  he  was.  He  is  now  going  to 
school,  and  has  been  going  nearly  all  the  time  since  he  has 
been  here.  He  receives  tickets  of  merit  nearly  every  day. 
Admitted  September  17th,  1862.  Indentured  October  21st, 
1863. 


W.  D.  has  always  been  a  vei'y  obedient  boy.  He  is  strictly 
honest,  and  invariably  truthful.  Is  a  very  industrious  boy, 
and  quick  to  learn  everything  he  is  put  at.  He  goes  to 
school,  and  makes  fine  progress.  Admitted  December  21st, 
1861.  Indentured  December  1st,  1862. 


J.  W.  is  a  very  trusty  boy,  and  shows  great  willingness  to 
learn.  He  appears  to  be  very  well  contented.  He  is  the 
most  careful  hand  I  ever  had,  and  I  have  had  a  great  many. 
He  is  now  going  to  school.  Admitted  September  26th,  1862. 
Bound  October  21st,  1863. 


T.  R.  has  been  obedient,  honest,  and  truthful.  He  is  going 
to  school,  and  improves  in  his  studies.  He  goes  to  Church 
and  Sabbath-school.  In  the  latter  he  takes  a  deep  interest. 
I  have  a  good  boy,  and  he  is  very  well  contented.  He  sends 
his  respects  to  you.  Admitted  December  9th,  1862.  Inden¬ 
tured  March  30th,  1863. 


I  would  inform  you  that  I  am  very  well  pleased  with  J.  R. 
I  do  not  apprehend  any  danger  of  his  leaving.  He  calls  us 
father  and  mother,  and  has  from  the  first  day  he  came  here. 
Admitted  September  25th,  1861.  Indentured  December  1st, 
1862. 


J.  S.  has  been  a  very  good  boy.  He  seems  quite  happy, 
and  looks  very  -well.  He  is  going  to  school  this  winter.  Ad- 
mitted  December  15th,  1862.  Indentured  October  21st,  1868. 

J.  M.  C.  is  well,  and  seems  to  be  well  satisfied  with  his  place. 
He  has  so  far  been  obedient,  honest,  and  truthful.  He  is  in¬ 
dustrious,  and  improves  in  his  employment.  He  loves  to  go 
to  Church  and  Sabbath-school.  Admitted  July  11th,  1862. 
Indentured  August  4th,  1863. 

D.  M.  M.  appears  to  be  satisfied  with  his  place.  He  evinces 
no  disposition  to  leave.  He  is  a  smart,  shrewd  boy,  and  I 
think  will  make  an  useful  man.  He  is  rather  mischievous, 
boy-like,  but  does  not  mean  any  harm.  He  is  quite  ambitious, 
and  quick  to  learn.  He  received  the  highest  prize  at  the 
Sabbath-school  last  summer,  for  learning  the  most  verses,  and 
answering  the  most  questions.  Admitted  September  5th, 
1862.  Indentured  March  30th  1863. 

J.  F.  has  been  healthy,  except  when  he  first  came.  He  was 
troubled  with  weak  eyes,  but  since  they  got  well,  he  has  be¬ 
come  quite  rugged.  I  like  him  very  much.  He  is  well  satis¬ 
fied,  and  shows  a  disposition  to  be  industrious.  I  do  not  think 
I  could  have  got  a  boy  that  would  have  suited  me  better.  Ad¬ 
mitted  August  10th,  1860.  Indentured  March  3d,  1862. 

F.  Iv.  is  very  well  contented,  and  says  he  likes  being  on  a 
farm  better  than  being  in  the  city.  I  am  very  well  satisfied 
with  him,  and  think  he  will  make  a  good  man.  He  is  quite 
industrious,  and  wishes  to  become  a  farmer.  Admitted  De¬ 
cember  5th,  1861.  Indentured  February  14th,  1863. 


RELATIVE  TO  GIRLS  IN  THE  WHITE  DEPARTMENT. 

With  respect  to  M.  J.,  I  am  happy  to  say  that  I  can  con¬ 
scientiously  answer  your  queries  in  the  affirmative.  In  March 
last,  she  had  a  severe  spell  of  sickness,  which  lasted  for  some 
weeks.  Her  whole  nervous  system  was  affected — had  frequent 
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convulsions — was  quite  delicate  for  some  time.  But  for  months 
past,  she  has  enjoyed  excellent  health,  and  appears  as  happy 
as  she  can  be,  and  is  perfectly  at  home.  She  is  very  respect¬ 
ful  to  all.  Indeed,  Mrs.  W.,  our  daughters  and  all  love  her 
very  much,  which  I  am  sure  is  reciprocated  by  Maggie,  as  we 
caliber.  Admitted  October  25th,  1861.  Indentured  Decem¬ 
ber  2d,  1862. 

M.  J.  D.  has  a  kind  disposition,  enjoys  good  health,  and  is 
lively  and  cheerful.  We  lost  our  youngest  daughter.  We  felt 
her  death  very  sensibly.  She  is  a  moral  girl,  reads  a  great 
deal.  I  hope  that  she  may  not  only  be  an  object  of  God’s 
care,  but  a  subject  of  His  saving  grace.  My  kindest  regards 
to  you  and  your  Institution.  Admitted  April  5th,  1859.  In¬ 
dentured  April  20th,  1860. 

L.  F.  has  been  with  us  one  year.  Has  been  a  very  good 
girl  so  far.  Has  been  obedient  in  all  things,  and  appears  to 
be  much  pleased  with  her  situation.  Is  perfectly  happy. 
Admitted  September  14th,  1860.  Indentured  November  15th, 
1862. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  C.  McJ.  has  been  one  of  the  best 
and  happiest  girls  I  ever  saw.  She  is  a  first-rate  girl.  No 
better  can  be.  Admitted  September  9th,  1862.  Indentured 
September  18th,  1863. 

S.  A.  is  a  very  good  girl.  She  likes  her  place,  and  says 
she  is  better  satisfied  than  she  has  been  since  her  mothers’ 
death.  Has  every  opportunity  of  receiving  good  instruction. 
Admitted  September  11th,  1861.  Indentured  June  11th, 
1863. 


E.  W.  has  been  all  I  could  have  expected,  and  much  better 
than  I  was  led  to  believe.  Admitted  December  14th,  1861. 
Indentured  May  19th,  1863. 

With  E.  McB.’s  deportment  and  improvement,  since  she  has 
been  with  us,  we  are  entirely  satisfied.  Admitted  June  24th, 
1862.  Indentured  March  20tli,  1863. 
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RELATIVE  TO  COLORED  ROYS. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  J.  L.  lias  been  a 
good  boy.  He  is  very  obedient,  and  industrious.  Attends 
Sabbath-school  and  Church  regularly.  Commenced  going  to 
school  December  1st,  appears  anxious  to  learn,  and  is  improv¬ 
ing  in  his  studies.  On  the  whole,  I  am  well  pleased  with  the 
boy,  and  hope  he  may  continue  so  to  conduct  himself  that  I  may 
not  be  under  the  necessity  of  changing  my  opinion  of  him. 
Committed  May  10th,  1862.  Apprenticed  March  10th,  1863. 


J.  W.  is  obedient,  honest,  truthful,  and  industrious.  I  have 
generally  been  well  pleased  with  him,  and  he  appears  entirely 
satisfied  with  his  home.  Committed  November  15th,  1861. 
Apprenticed  November  7th,  1862. 


You  wish  me  to  write  you  concerning  N.  G.  He  has  most 
generally  been  a  very  good  boy,  and  though  somewhat  awk¬ 
ward  in  the  performance  of  farm  work,  he  willingly  does  all 
he  can,  and  is  anxious  to  improve.  He  expresses  himself 
satisfied  with  his  home  with  us,  but  maintains  that  the  Refuge 
is  a  good  place  to  correct  the  bad  habits  of  boys.  Committed 
June  17th,  1861.  Apprenticed  April  21st,  1863. 


M.  B.  has  been  obedient,  honest,  truthful,  and  as  industrious 
as  could  be  expected  of  his  age.  He  is  taught  in  the  family, 
there  being  no  public  school  in  the  district,  this  winter,  and 
studies  while  with  his  teacher — playing  when  he  can.  He  at¬ 
tends  Church  and  Sabbath-school  every  Sunday,  and  evinces 
a  disposition  to  gratify  the  members  of  the  family.  Com¬ 
mitted  March  1st,  1862.  Apprenticed  September  1st,  1863. 

0.  S.  appears  to  be  well  contented,  and  takes  a  deep  inter¬ 
est  in  my  prosperity.  I  intend  to  sell  my  farm  and  purchase 

one  in  D - ;  and  if  the  Managers  consent  to  it,  I  shall 

take  him  along,  as  he  is  very  desirous  to  go  with  me.  I  could 
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not  feel  fixed  on  a  farm  without  him.  Committed  December 
1st,  1858.  Apprenticed  July  17tli,  1860. 


T.  C.  is  obedient,  honest,  truthful,  and  industrious,  and  at 
school,  there  are  but  few  who  exhibit  better  intelligence  than 
he  does.  He  is  quite  a  favorite  in  the  neighborhood,  always 
conducting  himself  with  remarkable  propriety.  If  he  continues 
to  do  as  he  has  done,  (and  both  are  spared,)  I  shall  do  much 
more  for  him,  when  free,  than  agreed  to  in  the  article  of  in¬ 
denture.  Committed  May  12th,  1861.  Apprenticed  June 
17th,  1862. 


I  like  the  boy  (J.  B.)  mentioned  in  your  circular  very  well 
so  far.  It  was  somewhat  amusing  to  see  how  thoroughly  igno¬ 
rant  he  was  of  everything  pertaining  to  rural  life ;  but  by 
steady  and  earnest  application,  he  has  become  very  useful  to  me. 
His  disposition  is  pleasant,  and  he  pays  careful  attention  to 
good  morals.  Committed  July  31st,  1861.  Apprenticed  April 
1st,  1863. 


J.  T.  requests  me  to  say  that  he  is  at  home  with  us,  and  has 
no  desire  to  return  to  your  Institution,  except  as  a  visitor.  I 
can  say  that  I  am  very  much  pleased  with  the  boy,  and  although 
he  was  in  rather  delicate  health  when  I  brought  him  here,  he 
has  improved  in  flesh  and  appearance  very  much.  He  wished 
me  to  say  that  he  would  like  to  have  a  letter  from  you. 
Committed  February  3d,  1862.  Apprenticed  April  5th.  1863. 


I  am  very  well  satisfied  with  the  boy  J.  W.  He  has  been 
with  me  since  August,  1862,  and  during  that  time  has  con¬ 
ducted  himself  very  properly.  He  is  careful  about  his  associa¬ 
tions.  Committed  April  13th,  1861.  Apprenticed  August 
22d,  1862. 

4 
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RELATIVE  TO  COLORED  GIRLS. 

M.  B.  meets  all  our  expectations  in  regard  to  honesty,  truth¬ 
fulness,  &c.,  and  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  prove  to  be  a  valuable 
domestic.  Her  health  has  been  very  good.  Committed  No¬ 
vember  6th,  1862.  Apprenticed  September  1st,  1863. 


C.  P.  has  been  a  pretty  good  girl  so  far.  She  is  honest 
and  truthful,  and  improves  in  her  employment.  Her  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  the  domestic  duties  of  a  farm-house  was  rather  lim¬ 
ited,  but  she  is  ambitious,  and  will  soon  be  quite  valuable  to  us. 
Committed  March  19th,  1861.  Apprenticed  October  1st,  1863. 


M.  E.  H.  has  done  very  well  in  every  department  of  hef 
duty.  Her  attachment  to  our  family  appears  to  be  very  strong, 
and  I  think  when  her  time  expires  that  it  would  require  un¬ 
usually  strong  inducements  to  cause  her  to  return  to  the  city, 
or  to  renew  her  former  associations  there.  Committed  May 
2d,  1861.  Apprenticed  April  5th,  1863. 


S.  S.  has  been  very  obedient,  honest,  and  careful  to  tell  the 
truth.  She  is  very  industrious,  and  improves  in  her  employ¬ 
ment.  She  attends  day  and  Sunday-schools,  and  manifests  a 
desire  to  improve  mentally  and  morally.  I  have  not  a  word 
of  complaint  to  make.  Committed  June  7th,  1862.  Appren¬ 
ticed  July  6tli,  1863. 


/ 
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REPORT  OF  LADIES’  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  House  of  Refuge. 

Gentlemen  : — The  close  of  the  year  reminds  your  “  Ladies’ 
Committee”  of  the  duty  to  present  a  report  to  your  Board  of 
their  proceedings  during  the  past  twelve  months,  which  have 
been  marked  with  little  out  of  the  ordinary  way.  They  have 
endeavored  to  be  as  faithful  as  possible  to  the  duties  assigned 
them.  During  each  week,  both  the  White  and  Colored  De¬ 
partments  have  been  visited  by  some  two  of  the  ladies.  The 
Houses  have  been  carefully  inspected,  and  they  are  happy  to 
say,  as  far  as  they  are  able  to  judge,  everything  has  been 
carried  on  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner.  The  clothing  has 
been  examined,  and,  when  necessary,  suggestions  have  been 
made.  The  good  order  that  prevails  among  the  girls  at  the 
White  house  is  remarkable,  for  where  the  number  is  so  great, 
the  contrary  is  often  the  case.  Comparatively  speaking,  few 
have  been  under  punishment,  and  in  conversing  with  some, 
and  from  the  cheerful  manner  of  many,  your  “  Committee” 
feel  they  enjoy  a  contented  if  not  a  happy  home. 

Of  the  Colored  Department,  not  one  of  the  “Female”  in¬ 
mates  who  have  been  discharged  during  the  past  year  has 
been  returned  to  the  Institution,  which  speaks  well  for  their 
good  training. 

The  religious  education  of  the  girls  of  both  houses  has  been 
attended  to  faithfully ;  portions  of  Scripture  have  been  com¬ 
mitted  to  memory,  and  repeated  weekly,  when  the  same  has 
been  explained  and  applied  by  the  Visiting  Committee;  and  in 
one  or  more  instances  in  the  White  Department,  they  have 
seen  the  good  seed  taking  root,  springing  up,  and  bringing 
forth  fruit,  which  they  trust  will  yield  an  abundant  harvest. 

There  is  held  on  every  Tuesday  evening  at  the  Colored  De¬ 
partment,  by  one  of  the  ladies,  a  meeting  for  reading  God’s 


word  and  prayer;  and  although  she  does  not  see  any  decided 
change  in  the  girls,  she  hopes  that  words  there  spoken  may 
sooner  or  later  prove  beneficial  to  some  never-dying  soul. 

The  Report  of  your  “Ladies’  Committee”  cannot  be  closed 
without  bearing  testimony  to  the  efficiency ,  faithfulness ,  and 
ldnd  care  of  those  female  officers  who  have  the  Institution 
under  their  charge,  and  thanking  the  Giver  of  all  good  for 
the  blessings  he  has  showered  upon  them  the  past  year,  and 
beseeching  a  continuance  of  the  same  through  the  one  they 
are  about  entering;. 


December  29,  1803 


ANNIE  M.  LOWRY, 

Secretary  of  the  Ladies’  Committee. 


